What You Can Do
If you are concerned about the recently announced cut in funding to Adult and Community Education in schools,  you can contact, by email or letter:

· Your local MP
· AnneTolley,  the Minister of Education

· Trevor Mallard, Opposition Spokesman for Education 

It is FREE to write to any MP.  You just have to send it to FREEPOST Parliament, PO Box 18888, Wellington.  
If you want to e-mail or phone any of the above you will find their contact details at http://www.parliament.nz/en-NZ/MPP/MPs/Contact/4/c/0/00HOOOCMPPMPsContact1-Contact-list.htm.  You can also download a pdf list for easy reference.

The following link has more specific information on how to contact an MP and how to address him/her.  http://www.parliament.nz/en-NZ/AboutParl/GetInvolved/Contact/2/9/d/00PlibHvYrSayContact1-Contact-an-MP.htm
Any comments you make should include your name and contact details.

Tell them how Adult and Community Education classes have made a difference to your life e.g.
· Did you enjoy learning and participating in the course?

· Do you feel confident about participating in future courses, should it be a user-pay basis
· Can you afford to pay more for courses?  

· Have you acquired new skills?

· Have you had the chance to practice existing skills?

· Have you met and mixed with new people?

· Are you motivated to continue learning?

· What is your story?

TO DO THIS
· You can use the attached standard letter as a guide OR

· Write your story and send that. 

YOU COULD ALSO:

· Go and see your local MP and express your concerns

· Ring up talkback radio

· Write a letter to the newspaper
SHOW THAT YOU VALUE COMMUNITY EDUCATION

FIGHT FOR IT BEFORE IT DISAPPEARS

YOUR VOICE COUNTS. YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE – ACT TODAY!

Your address

Date

Name and address of who you are writing to

Dear ………………………………

I understand the funding of Adult and Community Education in schools are to be cut effective January 2010.  I have some concerns about what this will mean to my opportunity to participate in affordable lifelong learning.
My personal experience or connection with Adult and Community Education is…………………………………..( as a tutor, a student, a family member of someone involved, a member of a community group supported by the school etc) and I have been involved in adult learning for ………………………….. (months, years) and would like to tell you what that means to me.
Your story: (this might include a description of your learning journey. It might include statements such as the following: This class is important to me because…….. Since attending this class I have learned……………….These classes have helped me to…………………and/or anything else that is important to you).
At the moment I/we am able to afford these classes and attend them because they are held in a central place in my community.
My question/s is/are: (This could be anything you feel strongly about, but could include any of the following: Will it cost me more to go to the kind of classes that are important to me? Will there be  fewer classes like this for me to choose from in the future? If my local school/organisation doesn’t offer these classes, who will?
As a concerned voter and tax payer I hope that my comments have helped you understand how important this learning experience is to me.

Yours sincerely

PLEASE REMEMBER THIS IS JUST A SAMPLE LETTER – YOU SHOULD WRITE ABOUT WHAT IS MEANINGFUL TO YOU. 
INFORMATION SHEET
BACKGROUND TO ACE IN NZ

· You are one of approximately 200,000 students attending Adult & Community Education (ACE) classes in New Zealand each year
· Your school is one of about 212 providing this kind of learning opportunity

· There are more students enrolled in adult learning classes (night school) in secondary schools than there are enrolled in the day school classes

· The government has announced in the 2009 Budget that all funding to schools for ACE classes will be replaced (i.e. cut).

TIME OF CHANGE

· The funding that supports/subsidises your classes will be cut.
· Secondary schools ACE funding has been effectively capped at around $16 million for many years – this money includes resourcing for programme co-ordinators who plan and administer these courses, 60% of whom are paid for 2 hours a week or less to run these programmes in their community. 
· The government has defined specific learning priorities which they will fund: 

· targeting learners whose initial learning was not successful
· raising foundation skills

· encouraging lifelong learning
· strengthening communities by meeting identified community learning needs

· strengthening social cohesion

WHAT THESE CHANGES MIGHT MEAN FOR YOU

· If school funding is cut and your local school decides to go on the self-funded path, your course fees could rise significantly

· The number of places that offer the kind of courses you enjoy may decrease and the variety of such courses may also decrease

· There may no longer be a professional structure of paid co-ordinators planning and administering these classes

CONSEQUENCES AND COMMENTS

· School-based co-ordinators fully support the government’s learning priorities but are aware that there are complementary and equally valid community learning needs that we are currently meeting
· They also support the need to have high quality systems and good accountability for the way funds are used
· NZ is unique in providing accessible ACE programmes for all people, regardless of age, gender or ethnicity. Countries that no longer provide these opportunities to their communities are regretting the loss of these accessible learning opportunities
· We don’t want these learning opportunities to decrease or disappear  in New Zealand
SAMPLE








